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The popularity of motorcycling has been growing, but unfortunately so
has the number of crashes and fatalities. Nationwide, motorcyclist deaths
have more than doubled since 1997, and in 2005 they accounted for
10% of all motor vehicle crash deaths, up from just 5% in 1997. In 
2005, 4,439 motorcyclists died in crashes, up 14% in just year.

In Wisconsin each year there are a growing number of organized
motorcycle events, including many in support of charitable causes: 
e.g., Ride For A Cure (American Cancer Society), Wisconsin Ride For
Kids (Pediatric Brain Tumor Foundation) and Firefighters Ride For
MDA (Muscular Dystrophy Association). One of the big favorites, the
Tomahawk Fall Color Ride, averages 45,000 people each year.

Mike Panosh, BOTS Regional Program Manager for Northeast
Wisconsin, wanted to explore what could be done to help improve 
safety at these events, so in December he convened a meeting in 
Green Bay. It was attended by a wide variety of people from the motor-
cycling community, including event organizers and representatives
from law enforcement, Harley-Davidson and ABATE. The group 
also included BOTS Director Major Dan Lonsdorf, State Motorcycle
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Mike Panosh (l) and Dan Lonsdorf at the December meeting in Green Bay aimed at improving safety at organized motorcycle rides


